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Promise to Protect

The Catholic Church is committed 
to ensuring the safety of children 
and young people and providing 
pastoral outreach to victims and 
survivors of sexual abuse by clergy. 
The Church’s mission to protect and 
heal stems from the Gospel: the life 
and teachings of Jesus Christ provide 
us with the perfect foundation for 
our efforts to create safe environ-
ments for children. Jesus said, “Let 
the children come to me, and do not 
prevent them; for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these”  
(Mt 19:14).

Pledge to Heal

The first obligation of the Church with 
regard to victims is for healing and 
reconciliation. Dioceses and eparchies 
continue to reach out to every person 
who has been a victim of sexual abuse 
as a minor by anyone in church service, 
whether that abuse is recent or occurred 
in the past. If you suffered abuse, it was 
not your fault. If you are a victim of 
sexual abuse by a priest, deacon, or indi-
vidual representing the Catholic Church, 
there are several things you can do:

✦✦ Contact the appropriate law  
enforcement agency, which can  
help determine options for making  
a criminal complaint.

✦✦ Contact a local child protection 
agency, a private attorney, a support 
group, an abuse hotline, or a mental 
health professional.

✦✦ Contact a diocesan or eparchial 
victim assistance coordinator who 
is available to help victims and 
survivors make a formal complaint 
of abuse to the diocese or eparchy, 
arrange a personal meeting with the 
bishop or his representative, and 
obtain support for the needs of the 
individual and families.

The Charter

Since 2002, the bishops of the United 
States have carried out their ministries 
to protect and heal in all dioceses and 
eparchies through the implementation 
of the Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People. The Charter 
directs action on the following matters:

✦✦ Outreach and healing to victims 
and survivors;

✦✦ Prompt and effective responses to 
allegations of abuse;

✦✦ Cooperation with public authorities;
✦✦ Removal of offenders from ministry;
✦✦ Safe environment training programs 
for clergy, employees, volunteers, and 
children that include information 
on prevention, identification, and 
response and reporting of abuse;

✦✦ Background checks for all clergy, 
employees, and volunteers that have 
regular contact with children;

✦✦ An annual audit of dioceses and 
eparchies to ensure compliance with 
Charter guidelines.

— Secretariat of Child and  
Youth Protection, U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops

Every April, child and youth serving organizations, including 
Catholic Dioceses, participate in Child Abuse Prevention 
Month to highlight the importance of protecting minors. 
You are encouraged to participate with us throughout the 
month with a Rosary for Healing and Protection (April 9, 
11:20 a.m., livestream on @DioBurlington Facebook page), a 
Night of Healing Prayer (April 18, 7:00 p.m., Christ the King 
Church in Burlington and Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Church in Ludlow), a Chaplet of Divine Mercy, April 
23, 11:20 a.m., livestream on @DioBurlington Facebook, and 
daily posts to Diocesan Facebook and Twitter accounts. Ad-
ditionally, visit the new Protecting Our Children webpage at 
vermontcatholic.org/ministries-and-programs/protect-
ing-our-children to learn more about the national charter, 
diocesan policies and child safety education programs, 
healing and support resources and how to report abuse.

April is
National Child Abuse Prevention Month



04|27, 28 FRIDAY & SATURDAY
New Evangelization Summit
Holy Cross, Colchester
Vermont will be hosting the Live-Streamed 

New Evangelization Summit out of Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
joining thousands of others throughout North America.  
Summit will run 6:30–9pm on Friday and 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
on Saturday. Hear speakers like Curtis Martin, Sr. Ann Shields, 
George Weigel, and Patrick Madrid. Cost is $40 per person and 
will cover materials, snacks and lunch on Saturday. 
FOR MORE INFO: newevangelization.ca/ or contact 
Deacon Phil Lawson at (802) 658-6110 ext. 1460

04|18 WEDNESDAY
A Night of Healing Prayer
Christ the King, Burlington
Annunciation of the BVM, Ludlow

7 - 8 pm
April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month. To commem-
orate the month, the Diocese is hosting a Night of Healing 
Prayer to remember those who have suffered, or are currently 
suffering, from abuse and neglect. Everyone is invited to 
come to a service near you and gather in prayer. Please do 
not miss this special opportunity to pray for our neighbors 
and loved ones who need our support in their suffering.

04|19 THURSDAY
Alo Catholic Mother’s Group
Holy Family Parish Hall, Essex Junction
7 - 9 pm

Catholic Mothers! Join us this month for a talk by the The 
Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist on Jesus Truly Present:  
The Eucharist and Adoration. Light dinner and dessert 
followed by our featured speaker and small groups for 
discussions. Come alone or bring a friend and let’s grow in 
faith together! Event is free and childcare provided. 
FOR MORE INFO: Lisa Laverty, makingitinvt@gmail.com.

04|21 SATURDAY
Knights of Columbus Annual 
Polish Dinner 
St. Thomas, Underhill Center • 5 - 6:30 pm

Includes homemade smoked kielbasa, pierogi, cabbage, 
potatoes, homemade sauerkraut, dessert, drinks. Adults $14, 
children 6–10 $8, maximum $40 for immediate family.  
Children under 6 are guests of the Knights. Take-out avail-
able. Bring the whole family to this delicious Polish meal! 

04|15 SUNDAY
Maple Breakfast
St. Amadeus, Alburgh
9 am - 12 pm

The menu will include eggs, pancakes, various meats, coffee/
tea and maple dumplings. Adults $10, 7-12 $5, under 7 free.  

04|15 SUNDAY
Ascension Parish  
Maple Ham Dinner
Georgia Elementary School, Georgia  • 12 pm

Come join us at our annual maple ham dinner featuring 
delicious maple desserts! Adults $14, Seniors  $10, Children 
5-12 $7, Under 5 Free, Family $35.

04|15 SUNDAY
Social Impacts and Responses to 
Opiate Abuse in our Community
Mater Christi School, Burlington  • 2 - 4 pm

The Sisters of Mercy and Mercy Associates are sponsoring a 
panel that will seek to address the problem of opiate abuse 
in Vermont. Panel: TJ Donovan, VT State Attorney; Mark 
Redmond, Director of Spectrum Youth and Family Services; 
and Dr. Stephen Leffler, UVM Chief Medical Officer. Facilitator: 
Dr. John Reuwer, Emergency Medical Physician and Adjunct 
Professor of Peace and Justice, St. Michael’s College. A  
portion of the Hungry Heart, a prize winning documentary 
film by Bess O’Brien, will be shown. 

04|18 WEDNESDAY
Mass of Thanksgiving
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Williston • 7 pm
Fr. Harlow will celebrate Mass as part of his 

Masses of Thanksgiving in honor of his Silver Jubilee.

UPCOMING EVENTS

To see more events or to submit your 
event to the diocesan calendar:  
vermontcatholic.org/events

  ROMAN CATHOLIC
DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON

PRESENTATION: Vermont Catholic Advance Directives — How and Why
Bioethicist Deacon Pete Gummere will lead a discussion on the Vermont Catholic Advance Directive (VCAD) and 
distribute VCAD preparation packets at this presentation. FORE MORE INFO: respectlife@vermontcatholic.org

04|19 THURSDAY St Monica Parish Hall Barre, Vermont 3:00 pm & 6:30 pm

04|24 TUESDAY Holy Angels Parish Hall, St. Albans 3:00 pm & 6:30 pm

04|25 WEDNESDAY St. John the Baptist, Castleton 10:30 am & 3:00 pm

04|26 THURSDAY Holy Cross Parish Hall, Colchester 2:00 pm

05|01 TUESDAY Blessed Sacrament, Stowe 1:30 pm & 6:30 pm

05|03 THURSDAY Assumption of the BVM, Middlebury 3:00 pm & 6:30 pm

05|08 TUESDAY St. Edward Parish Hall, Derby Line 3:30 pm & 6:30 pm

05|09 WEDNESDAY St. Anthony Parish Hall, White River 7:00 pm

05|15 TUESDAY Sacred Heart St. Francis, Bennington 3:00 pm & 7:00 pm


